
Brighton Selectboard Minutes 
July 1, 2014 

 
Minutes of the July 1, 2014 meeting of the Select board, held at 6:00 PM in the 
town hall in Island Pond.  Attending were Melinda Gervais, Mike Worth, Mark 
Castonguay, Jim Cross, Bill Hawkins, Ray Fontaine, Muriel O’Gorman, Pat 
Hadlock, Bruce Rolfe, Joel Cope. 
 
1.  Melinda called the meeting to order at 6:03. 
 

2.  The board added the following items to the agenda: 
 - Appointment to the Development Review Board 
 - Animal Control Officer request 
 

3.  Public comment: None 
 

4.  Pat Hadlock and Muriel O’Gorman, representing Christ Church, described to 
the board the problems they are having with water drainage causing damage 
to the church.  Water needs to be directed away from the church and into the 
town’s stormwater drainage system.  Due to lack of drawings showing the 
project they would like to undertake to accomplish drainage improvements, 
the matter was tabled, and will be taken up again soon.  Melinda explained 
that the town would be doing a paving project on South Street this summer, 
and it would make sense to coordinate the two projects 
 

5.  Animal control officer Bruce Rolfe has impounded a lost bear dog with a 
radio collar, but no other identification.  He’s had it for over a week and has 
been looking diligently for whoever might have lost the animal, but no one has 
yet claimed the dog.  He has found someone who might want to adopt the dog, 
but he thinks he ought to take the dog to the vet for a last-ditch effort to see if 
it might have an ID chip implanted, since it is a dog of considerable value.  The 
board authorized Bruce to take the dog to the vet and see if it has a chip 
implanted. 
 

6. The Board approved the minutes of June 17. 
 

7.  Joel reported on fuel prices. The board took no action. 
 

8.  Ray reported on an estimate to upgrade a 200 Amp panel in park. The 
higher rated panel would improve service for vendors at FNL, and would cost 
an estimated $1950.  The board said that the Chamber would have to cover 
this cost if they wanted the upgrade.  Also, a new 200A service panel was 



installed in the town hall to replace two damaged panels at $850.  The Board 
approved the upgrade. 
 

9.  Geese: Melinda reported that there was a lot of goose droppings in the park 
where she and two members of the Planning Commission walked yesterday to 
decide where the new granite park benches were to be placed along the walk 
path.  The droppings will get cleaned up before the July 4 weekend. 
 

10.  Joel reported that he had talked with the USDA staffer assigned to this 
case and that they were still waiting for authorization to proceed with a goose 
roundup, but that they anticipated beinghere in the next few days to corral the 
pesky birds.  The Board members agreed that the fencing was effective, and 
might be used again next year. 
 

11. Ray and Dana will put up volley ball net. 
 

12. Joel gave board members a copy of the ADA checklist for town hall 
improvements to comply with ADA requirements.  Although there are a lot of 
items that need improvement, the total cost is not that severe, and can take 
place over an extended but reasonable time period.  
 

13.  Class 4 road policy:  Tabled 
 

14.  Joel told the board he had received a call about two potentially hazardous 
trees leaning over roads.  Mark will take a look and report back. 
 

15. Mark reported on prices for a large culvert to be installed on Taylor Road 
to accomodate the apparent increase in serious flooding events in that area.  
Mark will gather the data on costs and provide it to Joel so the town can apply 
for a BetterBack Roads grant to help pay for the culvert.  
 

16.  The board appointed Peg Muraca to the Development Review Board.  She 
will serve as the secretary to the board. 
 

17.  Meeting adjourned at 7:30. 


