
Town of Brighton  
Board of Tax Abatement  
Meeting Notes and Decision  
 
August 26, 2014  
 
 
The Town of Brighton Board of Tax Abatement met on Monday, August 25 th at 3:15 p.m. Present were  
lister(s) Alan Wing, and Stephanie Nagle (who is also a BCA member); Delinquent Tax Collector and  
BCA member Lucille Stevens, Town Clerk/Treasurer Teresa Potwin, and BCA members Gerald  
Goupee, Phyllis Riggie, Virginia Wing, Stephanie Nagle and Jennifer Hanlon. The board elected  
Jennifer Hanlon to be the chair of the committee on this day. Town Administrator Joel Cope was also  
present and observed the meeting and provided the group with a page from the VLCT website regarding  
the Board of Tax Abatement.  
 
Taxpayer Jeannie Humphrey was present for the hearing regarding land she owns on the Five Mile  
Square Rd in the town of Brighton.  
 
Evidence presented by the listers was a memo from Alan Wing to the Board of Civil Authority dated  
August 11, 2014, indicating a lister error had occurred. The memo explained that the listers had  
inadvertently failed to create an “inactive” parcel when two parcels Humphrey owned were merged in  
the data and computer records kept by the listers, subsequently creating a duplicate tax bill. Humphrey  
had paid the full taxes due for all years since 2008, when the erroneous, duplicate tax bills for 10.4 acres  
were sent to her. Humphrey’s mortgage company, National City Mortgage located in Dayton, OH, also  
paid the tax bill each year, in it’s entirety, for the 37.4 acres and home. The 10.4 acres which Ms.  
Humphrey was also paying taxes on was already included in the first billing which was paid by the  
mortgage company.  
 
The listers memo requested the board to refund the amount of $7374.54 to Ms. Humphrey for the  
overpayment. Town Clerk/Treasurer Potwin calculated that Ms. Humphrey had also paid a total of  
$110.80 in penalties and interest on the duplicate tax bill.  
 
DECISION:  
The Board of Tax Abatement unanimously voted to refund Ms. Humphrey a total of $7485.34, the  
total of the overpaid taxes and penalties and interest. Ms. Humphrey stated that she preferred her 
refund in the form of a single check from the town, and the board agreed with her request.  
 
 
 
Tax payer Lydia McMillan was present for the hearing regarding land she owns on the Arthur John Road 
in the Town of Brighton. Her daughter Michelle Brancroft was also present for the hearing. 
 
Ms. McMillan was concerned that because she was delinquent in her payments to the delinquent tax 
collector, that her two properties-one parcel with her residence and two acre home site, and another 
contiguous land parcel of just over twenty-nine acres, would be sold at tax sale by the town. Ms. 
Stevens, the Delinquent Tax Collector for the Town of Brighton, said that unless Ms. McMillan paid all 
delinquent taxes owed on the properties, totaling $2,957.89 by August 31, 2014, that she would have no 
choice but to place the property for sale with the town attorney on September 3rd, 2014. 



 
Ms. Stevens said that Ms. McMillan had recently been paying $100.00 per week via direct deposit, to 
pay down the balance of delinquent taxes owed. Ms. Stevens also stated that she had several 
delinquent taxes and treated everyone the same; which is only fair. 
 
Ms. McMillan stated that she had been very sick, and that between hospital bills and medication, that 
she would be able to continue to pay $100.00 per week, but that she had no other available funds to pay 
more than that. Ms. McMillan brought her previous tax returns and other pertinent information to back 
her case, and was afraid that if the property went up for tax sale, even though she would have one year 
to redeem the property , that the added  interest and expenses would be more of a financial burden to 
her. 
 
At 4:20 PM the board went into deliberative session. 
 
Upon coming out of the deliberative session, the board decided  that Ms. Stevens would allow Ms. 
McMillan to continue to pay the $100.00 per week payments, and would not put the property up for tax 
sale, upon request of the Board of Tax Abatement. 
 


